“wisdom provides protection”

Ecclesiastes 10:4 – 11
· Wise people and fools lead very different lives.  ________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· The wiser you are, the  ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Throughout the Book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon reminds us that  ___________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In our last sermon, Solomon stated that “flies in the ointment” meant that  ___________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
– in our text – 

· The Bible teaches that ___________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Relevant Question >  “How does wisdom provide protection?”
1 – WISDOM  KEEPS  YOU  ___________________  
v4 > “If the anger of the ruler rises against you, do not leave your post, for calmness will undo great offenses.”  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Solomon advised that the wisest course of action when confronted with a ruler’s anger is not leave your post or to resign your office.  _________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Wisdom calls for a calm composure and a cool demeanor.  ______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Prov 16:14 -  ___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Prov 16:32 -  ___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Prov 25:28 -  ___________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· To be sure, there are situation that will call for  ________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Be Careful – your zeal could be a mask that is  ________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

2 – WISDOM  KEEPS  YOU  ___________________  
v5-6 > “There is an evil that I have seen under the sun …”
· Here, Solomon states that he has seen an evil in rules that gives  _________________________.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Solomon suggests that these leaders lack both  ________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Keep in mind, leaders advised by  __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v7 – Solomon observes that he had “seen slaves on horseback riding while princes walking on foot like slaves.”  _______________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3 – WISDOM  KEEPS  YOU  ___________________  
· Life has consequences.  If we live dangerously,  _______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· In v8 – one man dug a pit, but fell into the pit himself.  ___________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v9 – the first man is in the quarry and the second man is spitting logs.  ____________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v10 – Solomon gives us a possible reason as to why the log spitting worker might have been injured.  ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· This foolish worker tried to spit wood with a dull ax.  ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· In v11 – Solomon describes a charmer who was bitten by the snake before the man had the opportunity to charm the snake.  ___________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The common denominator among all these “foolish workers” seems to be ___________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Thus far, Solomon has shown us that through wisdom is valuable __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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